NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE
AFTER the fall of Robespierre, the most urgent task for
those who had overthrown him was to make short work
of both the Republic and the Dictatorship. There was
no question of going back to the unworkable Constitution
of 1793, which was never put into operation, and which
was vainly and everlastingly lamented by all true Re-
publicans. The need of the hour was a strong and stable
government and, most important of all, one wliich would
be able to keep clear of bankruptcy. On the other hand,
no one wanted a return of a bloodthirsty tyranny like
Robespierre's. For some little time, a Triumvirate was
on the tapis. Men who had been brought up on Latin
history liked the sound of the word. Yet everyone knew
that there is always a Caesar, or an Octavius, who gets
rid of the other two. And ethe high-handed men' on the
Committee of Public Safety, Couthon, Saint-Just and
Robespierre were surely a case in point. A very decep-
tive triumvirate, theirs! It had soon resolved itself into
a government of one, a monarchy in other words. So
the triumvirate idea was discarded in favour of a Direc-
tory of Five. This was adulterating the 'pure Republic3
with a vengeance. But who cared a fig for the cpure
Republic3 now? Why, Sieyes who, years ago, had been
so anxious to raise up the Third Estate from nothing
to something, even he did not feel easy in his mind about
it, and virtually plotted its overthrow. He was the first
of the Brumaire conspirators. The problem was this:
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